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Fears that bus service will be slashed 



STOVE SHOWROOM 


Hunthay 

Storage 

of Axminster 

Secure Self 
Storage. 

Suit business or domestic use. 
Easy, long day + weekend access. 
Owner lives on site. Close to A35. 

Industrial Units To Let 

Phone: 

01297 33839 or 07779 550771 

www.hunthay.co.uk 


Wood Burning 
and Multi Fuel 
Stove Specialists 


SALES, 


SERVICING, 


INSTALLATION, 


SPARES, 


REPAIRS AND 
ACCESSORIES 


www.iaradaystoves.co.uk 

All major brands supplied. 

All work fully guaranteed and insured 

mm 01404 44777 


COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
AT UNIT 6, PARK COURT, 

H ETAS HEATHPARK IND. EST. HONITON, 
DEVON, EX14 1SW . 


by Jack Dixon 

A KEY bus service connecting villages in the Black- 
down Hills with the area's major towns is set to be 
slashed, under Devon County Council's latest cost-cut- 
ting plans. 

Significant reductions to vital public transport links 
- including changes to the 387 service between Honi- 
ton and Taunton - are currently under consideration 
and could come into effect later this year. 

If approved, the weekday service would be cut back 
to Wednesdays and Saturdays only, contributing to 
savings of almost £2 million from the council's public 
transport budget. 

The 387 bus currently calls at Monkton, Rawridge, 
Upottery and Smeatharpe, as part of the service be¬ 
tween Honiton and Taunton. 

According to the council's proposals, the 387 caters 
for 2,500 passengers a year, but has a “limited unique 
function”. 

In addition, the 684 Saturday service - connecting 
Dalwood, Stockland and Cotleigh with Honiton - is to 
be withdrawn completely, at an annual saving of 
£4,160. 

And the F5 'Fare Car' service, which provides trans¬ 
port assistance to people in the Blackdowns who live 
away from bus routes, is also set to be scaled back 
from six days a week to Tuesdays and Fridays, saving 
a further £6,926 a year. 


Devon County Council is looking to claw back £1.7 
milli on from its public transport budget, as the cash- 
strapped authority tries to meet its savings targets. 

It says the measures are “no longer avoidable” but 
has pledged to ensure that no community that is cur¬ 
rently served by a bus is completely cut off. 

Cllr Stuart Hughes, the authority's cabinet member 
for highway management, said: “We have made sig¬ 
nificant efficiencies in transport in previous years to 
provide the required savings, which has meant that bus 
services have not been reduced for the past four years. 
But unfortunately service reductions are no longer 
avoidable. 

“The starting point for the services proposed for 
withdrawal or reduction has been those services with 
low usage or the high cost of subsidy, some costing 
more than £20 per passenger trip. Clearly we cannot 
afford to continue providing that level of funding. 

“The county council will be providing additional 
funding for community transport to enable them to 
widen their service and help reduce the impact of these 
cuts, although we recognise the added benefit this will 
provide will be localised and limited.” 

The changes to services in Honiton will see many 
routes withdrawn on a Saturday, sparking concern that 
the town's street market will pay the price. 

Speaking at a recent meeting, town councillor John 
Taylor said the cuts were “nonsensical” and that Sat¬ 


urday services were being “wiped out”. 

And fellow councillor Peter Corke warned that resi¬ 
dents in the villages surrounding Honiton will be “in 
trouble” without regular buses. 

Honiton's Deputy Mayor John Zarczynski added: 
“This has been ill thought out - it is not about service, 
it is purely about cost-cutting. 

“What they are doing is totally disregarding people's 
needs and looking at the balance sheet. There is an 
agenda behind this.” 

A consultation on the proposals will run until April 
20th. For more information or to respond to the con¬ 
sultation, visit new.devon.gov.uk/publictransportbud- 
get 
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BARRON’S 


2 HOLYROOD street, chard 

01460 63593 

Outdoor Clothing 
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BARBOUR, 

LE CHAMEAU 

Boots by 
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BRASHER 

www.barronschard.co.uk 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Where to collect your 
VIEW from the 
Blackdown Hills 

Available free every month from: 


AXMINSTER 

BLAGDON HILL 

BROADHEMBURY 

CHARD 


CHARDSTOCK 

CHURCHINFORD 


CLAYHIDON 


COMBE RAYLEIGH 


HEMYOCK 


HONITON 


HOWLEY 

KENTISBEARE 

KILMINGTON 


MEMBURY 

MONKTON 

OFFWELL 


PAYHEMBURY 

ROCKWELL GREEN 

SMALLRIDGE 

SMEATHARPE 

STOCKLAND 

TAUNTON 


TIVERTON 


TRULL 

UFFCULME 


WADEFORD 

WAMBROOK 


WATERLOO CROSS 
WELLINGTON 
WEST BUCKLAND 


YARCOMBE 


Mole Avon 
TIC 

Lamb & Flag 
PO 

Library 
Power Shoes 
TIC 
PO 

Churchinford Store 
York Inn 
Doctors Surgery 
Heazle Farm 
Half Moon 
Merry Harriers 
Churchill Motors 
Jackson Nursery 
The Village Shop 
Mole Valley 
Holman Clavel 
Strand Store 
PO 
Spar 

School of Flying 
Air Centre 
Lakeview Manor 
Highfield Garage 
MST Auctioneers 
Catherine Wheel 
Ivy Cafe, Brook 
House 

Post Office & Stores 
Halifax Building 
Society 

Brookridge Timber 
Doctors Surgery 
Spar 

Blackdown Hills 

AONB Office 

TIC 

Slades 

Countrywise 

Town Council 

New St Newsagents 

Stags Estate Agents 

Howley Tavern 

PO 

PO 

Old Inn 

Millers Farm Shop 
Village Shop & PO 
Oaklands Farm Shop 
Offwell Stores 
Sundial and 
Colour Wheel Plants 
Windmill Garage 
PO 

Golden Pet Supplies 
The Ridgeway Inn 
Farm Shop 
King’s Arms 
TIC 

Wyvale Garden 

Centre 

TIC 

District Council 
Wyvale Garden 
Centre 
Post Office 
Village Shop 
Coldharbour Mill 
Co-op 

Osmond Stores 
The Haymaker 
Barleymows 
Farm Shop 
Feme Animal 
Sanctuary 
Pub 

The Old Well 
TIC 

Webbers 

Blackdown Garden 
Centre 

West Buckland 
Stores 

Willowbrook Nursery 
The Belfry 


COOMBE ST NICHOLAS 

CULLOMPTON 

CULM HEAD 

CULMSTOCK 

DALWOOD 

DUNKESWELL 


Treasure trail for kids at animal sanctuary 


EASTER events at Feme Animal Sanctuary include 
an Easter Treasure Trail that runs daily until Sunday 
April 12th. 

At only £1 to take part, children of all ages will 
have great fun exploring the sanctuary. Easter Treas¬ 
ure Trail Maps are available from the main reception 
in the brand new rehoming 
centre. Children will have 
great fun searching for the 
treasure then marking their 
maps with quirky animal 
hole punches. Once all the 
treasure is found, children 
can report back to recep¬ 
tion to claim their yummy 
chocolate prize. 

Easter chocolate prizes 
have been kindly donated 
by Tesco, Waitrose, Marks 
& Spencer and The Co-op¬ 
erative Food stores. 

Feme’s Easter Open Day 
is on Saturday, April 4th, 
llam-4pm. Entry is £5 for 
adults, £2 for children over 
three (visitor passes are 
suspended on special event 
days). The open day in¬ 


cludes free entry to the Easter Treasure Trail, plus 
lots of different activities and stalls in the barn in¬ 
cluding face painting, a raffle, cake stall, bric-a-brac, 
book stall, lucky dip and more. 

There’s even a competition for the “Most Glori¬ 
ously Impressively Decorated Egg”. lst/2nd/3rd 



GABRIEL Tipney from the Animal Care Team at Feme 

Photo Jackie Nicholls 


Big breakfast tops £1,000 



PICTURED are of the volunteers who turned out to serve a sizzling bangers 
and bacon breakfast for 105 guests at Clayhidon Parish Hall in March. It was 
the most successful Big Breakfast held so far in the parish. Organiser Pam 
Reynolds said the event raised a record £1,100 for Cancer ResearchUK . It 
was a great breakfast enjoyed by everyone in a wonderful atmosphere. 


Hemyock Parish Church choir 
members sing at Exeter Cathedral 


AS the members of Hemyock Parish Church choir 
struggled to learn their parts in the Church Room in 
Hemyock they wondered if they would ever be good 
enough to sing in Exeter Cathedral. 

“ We need not have worried,” said choirmaster Ron 
White. 

“The invitation to sing Evensong with the members of 
of the cathedral choir had gone out to all the choirs in 
Devon that are affiliated to the Royal School of 
Church Music. So there were nearly 150 of us on the 
day. 

“About half the choir of St. Mary’s Hemyock were 
able to attend. After a quick lunch and a couple of re¬ 
hearsals we were there in the wonderful space of the 
quire of the cathedral. 

“We filled the space and, if I might say so, made won¬ 
derful music, conducted by Andrew Millington, the 
Director of Music at the cathedral, who is soon to re¬ 
tire. 


“There was an introit and an anthem, a sung psalm, a 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis and a set of sung re¬ 
sponses. With the set prayers for Evensong from the 
Book of Common Prayer and two Bible readings, we 
got through it all in about three-quarters of an hour. 
Time well spent and much enjoyed.” 

# An enjoyable Mothering Sunday service was held 
a at St Mary’s. Hemyock when Meg Palmer and 
Diana Cooper read a humorous drama about the story 
of the Prodigal Son from the mother’s point of view. 
The Reverend David Burton gave some amusing an¬ 
ecdotes about mothers from a child’s point of view. 
Becky Doble read some meaningful prayers and the 
choir, with Ron White at the organ, led the singing. 
Pretty posies were distributed and these had been pre¬ 
pared by Mike Cooper and a group of men from the 
church. As usual, the congregation were invited to stay 
for coffee after the service.” 


prizes will be presented on the Open Day. 

In addition, there will be an opportunity to see some 
of the animals being fed and hear more about them 
from the expert animal care attendants. A programme 
will be available on the day. 

A free shuttle bus will be available from Crowshute 
Car Park, next to Sainsbury’s in Chard. This will run 
to and from the sanctuary, starting at 10.45am, last 
bus will leave the sanctuary at 4pm. 

Easter craft making, courtesy of Hobby craft in 
Newton Abbot, Devon will be taking place in the 
site’s education room over the whole Easter Weekend 
from Good Friday, April 3rd to Easter Monday, April 
6th. These activities are free, but donations are wel¬ 
come. 

All visitors to the Sanctuary need to purchase an 
Annual Pass (£10 per family, £4 adults and £2 for 
children over 3 years) or pay to visit for the day (£5 
per family, £2 per adult and £1 per child over 3). 


Village hall AGM 

CLAYHIDON Village Hall committee annual gen¬ 
eral meeting takes place at 7.30pm on Wednes¬ 
day April 22nd in the hall. 

The committee is a charitable trust tasked with 
maintaining the hall and making it available for 
community use. 

Anyone interested is invited to attend. 

District council election 

ANYBODY wishing to stand for election to Mid 
Devon District Council has until 4pm on Thursday, 
April 9th 2015 to hand in their nomination pa¬ 
pers. The election will take place on Thursday, 
May 7th. 

Clayhidon Parish Council also has seven vacant 
seats and the election for these will take place on 
the same day. 

Grow your own meadow 

THE Blackdown Hills Natural Futures project is 
working with local seed producer Goren Farm to 
bring a little bit of wildflower meadow into gar¬ 
dens, schools and churchyards in the Blackdown 
Hills. 

If you live in the Blackdown Hills, they will send 
you a free packet of fresh wildflower seed along 
with guidance on how to establish and manage a 
patch of wildflower meadow. So why not give it a 
go? It's great fun, it won't cost you a penny and it 
will bring something special to your garden! 

To claim your Mini Meadow pack, just email 
your name and address to 
blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk 

Tennis club open 

HEMYOCKTennis Club Open Evening takes place 
on Thursday, May 28th at 6.30pm at the courts. 

Everybody is very welcome: young, old, existing 
players (however rusty) and complete beginners 
There will be a range of racquets to try with help 
and advice from existing members and coaches. 

Himalayan Journeys 

THE village of Sheldonwill be hosting the third of 
its Villages In Action events on Thursday,April 
16th. This will be - Himalayan Journeys - the new 
show by award-winning wildlife and landscape 
photographer Ben Osborne. 

It features the story of two winter journeys to 
the Tibetan plateau, just behind the main Hi¬ 
malayan ranges and right on the border of India 
and China. These areas are effectively cut off from 
the outside world in winter and the plan was to 
look for snow leopards and other animals. The 
show features stunning images with an entertain¬ 
ing and compelling commentary. 

It is suitable for ages 9 and above - there will be 
a family ticket (2 adults, 2 children) at a discount 
although tickets will only be £8 for adults, £5 for 
school age, and are available now - contact John 
Carr on 01404 841367. 
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• CLAYHIDON FRIENDS A change in the pro 
gramme in March brought a former tax inspector as 
the speaker for an entertaining yet knowledgeable 
and informative look at the taxation system in the 
UK. 


CLUBS and 


organisations 


A brief history revealed that Roman soldiers in 
Britain paid tax, that the window tax was repealed 
because of " health and safety" issues, and income 
tax was first introduced in 1842 by William Pitt the 
younger. 

Modern taxation became an interesting subject due 
to the speaker's ability to recount usually dry details 
with great humour, and facts were illustrated with 
amusing anecdotes of would-be tax evaders. Who 
has to pay income tax? Everyone! Even a tiny baby 
with a savings account can be taxed. 

"Avoiding" tax (as opposed to "evading" tax) can 
sometimes be considered immoral, but it is not ille¬ 
gal. Much information was absorbed by the mem¬ 
bers, who asked interesting questions, and told of 
their own experiences. Our grateful thanks to the 
speaker for such a fascinating and enjoyable talk. 
Phone Anne on 01823 680086 for joining, or for 
a"taster" evening. 



• MEMBERS of 
the Tuckers Arms 
relay team ran a 
mile each of the 
gruelling 10-mile 
Dalwood 3 Hills 
Challenge, rais¬ 
ing money for a 
worthy cause. 
Photographed is 
Tracey McGowan 
of Tuckers Arms, 
Dalwood, pre¬ 
senting a cheque 
for £1,300 to 
Anne Long of 
Duchenne & 
Becker Muscular 
Dystrophy char¬ 
ity. 


• THE BLACKDOWN HILLS 
GARDENING CLUB March meet¬ 
ing began with the customary wel¬ 
come to a very good turnout of 
members and guests by chairman, 
Graham Salmon. 

Guest Mr Will Livingstone was in¬ 
troduced to the gathering by Graham. 

Will is head gardener of Park Farm, 
River Cottage. He enjoys working 
outdoors every day and is a strong 
believer in the benefits of organic 
growing - environmentally, health- 
wise and the overall quality of his 
produce. His slogan is SLOW - sea¬ 
sonal; organic; local; wild. 

Will and his team grow vegetables 
and fruits for the cookery school and 
restaurant. 

He gave a very informative, enter¬ 


taining presentation, with a most 
amusing part being ideas for the or¬ 
ganic control of slugs! 

Will manages one and a half acres 
of south facing walled garden which 
feeds 8,000 people over summer 
months. Well worth a visit. 

Refreshments and raffle followed. 
The gardening club’s current pro¬ 
gramme can be viewed online at 
www.upottery.com, follow the link. 

On Wednesday April 15th at 
Churchinford Hall, 7.30pm, Mr Doug 
Stannard will present Birds of the 
Blackdowns followed by a 50/50 
member’s plant sale. 

On Wednesday May 13th the first 
outing of this year is to Netherbury 
Rectory, Beaminster. All are wel¬ 
come. 


• KILMINGTON WI - Apologies were 
received and read at the Kilmington WI’s 
March meeting. 

The meeting started with the news that 
Joy - the president is able to attend the Na¬ 
tional Federation AGM at the Albert Hall 
as Kilmington’s delegate. 

The speaker Val Sutherland told mem¬ 
bers about her career in acting and teach¬ 
ing and how words played a great part in 
her life. 

Three people were to influence her, the 
first was Joyce Grenfell who she met as a 
visiting speaker in her student days. 

Joyce had suffered badly from stage 
fright at first but persevered and started 
her monologues which got marvellous re¬ 
views .Val performed one for the meeting 
which we greatly enjoyed. 

Joyce inspired her to use her voice to full 


advantage .Few actors make much money 
and are often out of work. 

One such was Mona Bartlett. 

She played a Golden Goose and carried 
her costume around to engagements with 
great difficulty. She inspired Val to keep 
going. 

The third was an Indian pupil who was 
very poor and not very bright but who 
came back into Val's life a great 
success.Val was thanked by Joy. 

The competition was won by Christine 
and flower of the month by Phyllis. Final 
arrangements were made for the Plough¬ 
man's Lunch and Dessert on April 11th. 
Members need to be at the Hall at 
10.30am.for a 12. pm start. 

The next meeting is on April 9th at 7pm 
when the speaker will be George Williams 
and the subject" Walking round Britain". 


• CHURCHINFORD AND DISTRICT VILLAGE 
HALL 

Churchinford and District Village Hall held a wine and 
cheese reception attended by representatives of the or¬ 
ganisations who use the hall, as well as members of 
the local community. 

The event was to celebrate and officially open the 
hall following the next stage of the refurbishment pro¬ 
gramme. This phase consisted of the refurbishment of 
the ladies toilets and the purchase of new stage exten¬ 
sions which are much stronger, larger and more ver¬ 
satile than the previous staging. It also included the 
installation of visual and audio equipment, which has 
enabled the hall to run a monthly cinema club. Since 
it started at the end of last year it has been very suc¬ 
cessful with an average of 50 attending each film. 

Barbara Simpson, chair of trustees, welcomed every¬ 
one to the evening, and mentioned in particular Cllr 
Vivienne Stock-Williams, and John Bell representing 
Viridor Credits Environmental Company who pro¬ 
vided much of the money to enable the works to be 
completed. Barbara then introduced Cllr Ross Henley, 
the Somerset County Councillor who represents this 
part of the Blackdown Hills, to officially declare the 
hall open. Cllr Ross Henley has been a great supporter 
of the hall, and the parish, over the last few years. 

This latest stage of the hall’s refurbishment pro¬ 
gramme would have not been possible without the 
very generous financial assistance of Viridor Credits 
Environmental Company, through the Landfill Com¬ 
munities Fund, who provided £9,186, with the 10 per 
cent contribution, which is required, being provided 
by the friends of Smeatharpe WI. The committee is 
very grateful to these organisations for their ongoing 
support. 

The new look hall is available for viewings/bookings 
please contact Sylvia Pike on 01823 601236 


axcess 


o 

electric-bikes 


"With the power to get you there...and bring you back" 
2 new Bosch powered electric bikes from Raleigh. 


IN STOCK NOW 


High spec Motus crossbar or step-through frames - £2000.00 



Raleigh Motus 
crossbar 


Bosch Active 
Line Motor 


Bosch Active Line centre 
crank drive motor, 
Bosch 400 watt battery, 
Bosch Intuvia cycle 
computer, hydraulic disc 
brakes, 10 Gears. 


Captus crossbar and step-through frames - £1750.00 



Raleigh Captus 
step-through 



Bosch Intuvia Cycle 
computer 


Bosch Active Line centre 
crank drive motor, 
Bosch 300 watt battery, 
Bosch Intuvia cycle 
computer. 
Raleigh V brakes, 
9 gears. 


Showroom Open 10.00am-5.00pm Mon-Sat 

Unit F, Reme Drive, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1SE 



(At the top of Reme Drive - past Duralife and Quicks) 

01404 41692 

www.axcess-electric-bikes.co.uk 


Come and see us 
at the 

Westcountry 
Caravan and 
Motorhome 
Show 

13th- 15th March 



TOURING CARAVANS 


WANTED! 

CASH WAITING 

We will pay cash, bankers draft 
or money transfer. 
Instant Decisions. 

Freephone 0800 056 1170 
01935 864587 
01392 300889 
rawny@btinternet.com 
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Demonstrating the skills of the hills 



BEST PAIR Ian and Janies Walker - Janies also won the title of best com¬ 
petitor aged under 19 


BEST novice 
Barry Harland-Froud 



C/fA.LO\NBROOK 
NURSERY AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


Now is tfte time for Spring plants 
with violas, alpines, heathers, 
Sonng flowering clematis & more 


A wipe choice of conifers, trees, 
rhododendrons, azaleas, fruit, roses 
Starter' shrubs & perennials, herbs 
* Vegetable plants now available * 


CAFE and TEA ROOM 
Why not 'pop'-in for a tasty snack, 
'AJI'day' breakfast, daily specials 
or a somerset cream tea... 


We have a well stocked garde* shop 
Richards Aquatic shop, Pet centre, 
Winesolutlon 81 HH) Camne Therapy 


On the main A38 Taunton/Wellington 
TELEPHONE - 01823 461324 

www.wilo^rcctenjrseryandQardenrentreco.iJt 



DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 



T HE Blackdown Hills Hedge Association staged 
their highlight event of the year in March - the 
18th Skills of the Hills. 

The programme celebrates all things countryside 
with one of the largest hedgelaying competitions in the 
country, together with craft demonstrations and stalls, 
food and drink and activities for young people. 

After last year’s disappointment when the weather 
caused the event to be cancelled (although the hedge- 
layers did gather two weeks later for a competition) 
the day was dry with clear blue skies. 

The Skiils of the Hills took place at Gorwell Farm, 
Hemyock by kind permission of Malcolm Pulman. 

Hedgelaying results were as follows: 
Open class - Percy Duck Challenge Cup - 1 Willow 
Drew; 2 Colin Clutterbuck; 3 Chris Chi vers; 4 Colin 
Risdon. 

Intermediate class - Dugdale Cup - 1 Pete Grainger; 
2 Clive Bethell; 3 Alex Bown; 4 Geoff Pitt. 

Pairs: 1 Ian and James Walker; 2 Emma Finch and 
Caroline Barrett; 3 Darren and Paul Ackroyd; 4 Emma 
Stapleforth and Matt Townsend. 

Novice: 1 Barry Harland-Froud; 2 Fiona Farmer; 3 
Rob Wood; 4 Chris Stanton. 

Prizes: Best competitor living in the Blackdown 
Hills AONB (Blackdowns Cup) - Willow Drew. 

Best veteran competitor aged 60 or over (Colin 
Clements Trophy) - Clive Bethell. 

Best Fady Competitor -Tina Bath. 

Best YFC Competitor (The NatWest Cup) - Morris 
Burrough. 

Best competitor aged under 19 (John Coombes Me¬ 
morial Shield) - James Walker. 

For best work on a poor length (Golden Crook) - 
Fiam Jefferson. 

Best regrowth of a length from the 2014 competition 
(Roger Vickery Regrowth Cup)- Tina Bath. 



DUGDALE cup winner in the intermediate class 
Pete Grainger 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MACHINERY, 
FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


To advertise 
in View from 
the 

Blackdowns 
contact Alex 
Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 
35750 
Send your 
news stories 
to lisa@ 
pemedia.co.uk 
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Beautiful Bedrooms do not have to cost a fortune... 



Please contact Keith for more details ~ Unit 6B, Lopen Business Park, TA13 5JS ~ 01460 242070 


www.watersidekitchens.co.uk 


Personalised approach 
to individual needs 
Bespoke kitchens, 
bedrooms, bathrooms 
& home offices 
Crown specialist dealer 
Replacement door & 
worktop service 
Ample FREE parking 
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SCHOOL NEWS in the Blackdown Hills 


Inter 

school 

rugby 


PRIMARY feeder schools 
to Holyrood School in 
Chard participated in an 
Ull Tag Rugby Tourna¬ 
ment recently. 

The competition was 
hosted at Holyrood in con¬ 
junction with Chard Rugby 
Club, and was officiated by 
Holyrood students along¬ 
side Chard Rugby Club 
coaches. 

A fantastic entry of 11 
teams contested at the 
event. This meant that over 
100 local primary children 
were involved in total - 
making for a great specta¬ 
cle which was supported 
by a large crowd of friends 
and family members. The 
enthusiastic teams came 
from Avishayes, Buckland 
St Mary, Chard, Combe St 
Nicholas, Hawkchurch, 
Manor Court, Neroche, 
Redstart and Winsham. 

Neroche came out on top 
in this Year 5-6 competi¬ 
tion, with Buckland St 



Gastronomic week at 
Wellington Prep School 


A FRENCH Cafe opened 
in the school hall at 
Wellington Prep School, 
and 200 parents and 
friends were served 
baguettes, croissants and 
homemade pastries by 
French speaking children. 

The event was run as an 
“Apprentice” - style chal¬ 
lenge, with competing 
teams of Year 6 children 
setting up stalls, buying, 
cooking, pricing and serv¬ 
ing delicious goodies as a 
business venture. 

The melodious tones of 
Parisian accordianists re¬ 
verberated around the hall 
and everyone enjoyed the 
truly French atmosphere. 
This event was run to raise 
money for the designated 
school charities - The 
Sierra Leone Community 
Project and Alzheimer’s 
Society, and the children 
managed to raise over 
£300. 

• A GROUP of pupils 



BON APPETIT! One of the French chefs 


Mary finishing as runners 
up. 

All participants were 
congratulated at the end 


for putting on a great dis¬ 
play of junior rugby on 
what was a brilliant after¬ 
noon of competitive sport. 


WINNERS: Neroche, in 
green above, and run¬ 
ners up Buckland St 
Mary 


from the nursery took part 
in a trip to Rumwell Farm 
Shop to learn about 
healthy eating. 

The children learnt 
where food comes from, 
enjoyed the colours and 
textures of all the fruit and 


vegetables and had fun 
with endless strings of 
homemade sausages which 
kept trying to escape! They 
sampled some of the deli¬ 
cious locally made cheese 
and looked at the fresh fish 
glistening in sparkling ice. 


bh Blackdown Hills 

b a Business Association 


FREE Tax 8^ Pensions Workshop 

At 6pm on Tuesday 28 April 2015 at the Candlelight 
Inn, Bishopswood 

FREE to BHBA Members 

You are invited to our next business advice session 
from 6pm to 8pm on Tuesday, 28 April at the 
Candlelight Inn, Bishopswood 




Simon Bray 

Director, Simon Bray 
Wealth Management Ltd 


At 6pm - Managing 
your business without a 
Swiss bank account 
with Adrian Stallard, 
Director, Lentells Ltd - 
Chartered Certified 
Accountants and At 7pm 
'The Pension Revolution 
With Simon Bray, 
Director, Simon Bray 
Wealth Management Ltd 



Adrian Stallard 

Director, Lentells Ltd 


For more details go to the BHBA website at www.bhba.org.uk 
or email Val at info@bhba.org.uk or tel 01823 681484 


New appointments 
at Wellington School 

WELLINGTON School 
has appointed two new 
deputy heads. 

In an unusually busy 
period of recruitment, Dr 
Holly Barker has been 
appointed Academic 
Deputy Head and Rowan 
MacNeary will take over 
as the new Pastoral 
Deputy Head. 

In an additional man¬ 
agement role, Alastair 
Anderson, current Head 
of Boarding has been ap¬ 
pointed to the new role of 
Assistant Head, Co-cur¬ 
ricular. 



WELLINGTON School nursery pupils at Rumwell Farm Shop 


Regional young chef on the year 


KATE Michaels from Queen's College won the Re¬ 
gion 5 (South West) Rotary Young Chef of the year 
competition held at West Somerset College on March 
14th. 

She was up against south west finalists from Trow¬ 
bridge, Torbay, Crediton, Bournemouth, Beaulieu and 
Truro. 

To get to this stage Kate had to qualify through com¬ 
peting in the local and district competitions earlier in 
the year. 

Kate prepared a demanding menu of spicy parsnip 
soup with soda bread, salmon with lentils and wilted 
spinach followed by lemon and raspberry brandysnap 
baskets. 

Kate now qualifies for the national finals to be held 
in Deeside, Flints hir e on April 25th against seven oth¬ 
ers from the 6,500 entries in round 1. 

Queen's College has a reputation for success in this 
competition and Mrs Rebecca Cole, Head of Food and 
Design Technology said: “I am extremely proud of 
Kate who has done well to get so far in this demanding 
competition. 

“She is very talented and wants to follow a career as 
a chef after her A-levels. It is most rewarding that she 
has felt so inspired by her Food Technology lessons 
here at Queen's College and we all wish her luck for 
the finals.” See Queen’s College advertisment on page 20 



KATE Michaels 
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Open Morning 

Monday 4th May 2015 | 9am-12 noon 



Excellent academic results 
Scholarships available for Year 7, 9 and Sixth Form 
Superb sporting, music & drama facilities 
Fully co-educational 3-18 Day & Boarding 
Easy access to International airports 
Extensive network of buses throughout the region 
A school fizzing with inspiring teachers 



Wellington 

O SCHOOL 


www.wellington-school.org.uk 
ad missions@wel I ingtonschool.org.uk 
01823 668800 
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SMALLHOLDER Annie Musgrove of Meadow Farm Wool Project 


Rent-a-sheep wool Lk£ 
helps two charities 


MEADOW Farm Wool Project has been 
launched to raise money for the Teenage 
Cancer Trust and the brain injury charity, 
Headway. Through this project, home knit¬ 
ters are able to source their own knitting 
wool by leasing one or more Jacob sheep 
from Annie Musgrove’s smallholding, 
Meadow Farm, near Wellington, in Somer¬ 
set. 

The project is being undertaken by Annie and 
her university friend and 
keen knitter, Jane Allberry. 

This rare breed of sheep 
yields high quality fleeces 
which are used to produce 
natural knitting yams. The 
Jacob fleece is mixed with 
lambswool from nearby 
Cheddar to produce a soft, 
high quality yarn, which is 
spun in Yorkshire before 
being shipped on to indi¬ 
vidual knitters. 

Home knitters who lease 
a sheep are thus able to 
trace their wool from field 
to jumper. 

So why rent the sheep 
out? Annie explained: 

“Feasing sheep in this way 
gives knitters the opportu¬ 
nity to get lovely wool 
from Jacob sheep and, at 
the same time, support two 
good causes. Feasing costs 
£60 per year and, in return, 
you get enough wool to 


knit a jumper or lots of socks, 
gloves and hats." 

Jane added: "Annie and I are keen 
to support the Teenage Cancer Tmst 
and Headway as our youngest chil¬ 
dren have been helped by these 
charities in the past year. We have now 
leased out enough sheep to cover the first set 
of spinning costs, so further rentals will pro¬ 
vide funds for these charities." 


% 


RARE breed Jacob sheep 

For further information, go to www.mf 
wool project.co.uk, follow progress on Twit¬ 
ter @MFSheepProject or email contact@ 
mfwoolproject.co .uk 


Climate change and extreme weather 
- why should we be concerned? 


“WE know that if we continue on 
our current path of allowing 
emissions to rise year after year, 
climate change will change every¬ 
thing about our world. And we 
don’t have to do anything to 
bring about this future. All we 
have to do is nothing.” 

Naomi Klein 
The above quote courtesy of the 
Guardian Newspaper 7/3/2015 
Rains last year caused widespread 
flooding with over forty million 
tons of water deluging the Somerset 
Levels. Coupled with a policy of 
not looking after existing drainage, 
this caused untold misery and loss. 
Also the storms of February 2014 
caused extensive damage to the 
West Country coastline including 
the destruction of the Dawlish sea¬ 


wall and subsequent rail problems. 

We see famines, flooding and cre¬ 
ation of deserts in other areas of the 
world once able to be farmed with 
an exodus of desperate people from 
North Africa and the Middle East 
escaping poverty and crop failure 
and wars over the remaining re¬ 
sources. 

Much of this extreme weather is 
considered to be the result of the 
burning of fossil fuels, (oil, gas & 
coal) to provide for the comforts of 
the "developed world" that we live 
in. 

So what can you do? You may al¬ 
ready reduce your consumption of 
fossil fuel used in homes, cars or 
business. Maybe you stem the 
amount you buy and then throw 
away, not falling for the hype of ad¬ 


vertising. Perhaps you buy local 
food and produce or grow your 
own. 

As we approach the general elec¬ 
tion on Thursday, May 7th, there 
will be a local hustings event for 
the Tiverton and Honiton con¬ 
stituency at 7pm on Tuesday, 21st 
April at Dunkeswell Throgmorton 
Hall off Culme Way, Dunkeswell, 
Honiton, Devon, EX 14 4JP, with all 
the relevant candidates. Ask those 
who seek to represent you how they 
would solve some of these and 
other local issues. Send a question 
to Tim Clewer, t.clewer@ 
gmail.com or call him for more de¬ 
tails, tel 01404 891154. 

Contributed by Neil Arnold and 
Jim Rogan, Blackdown Hills 
Transition Group 



Are you a 
school or college leaver? 
Have you considered an apprenticeship? 

Devon, Dorset & Somerset Newspapers, publishers of the View from and Putman's View and 
Weekender newspapers in West Dorset, East Devon & South Somerset, are looking for trainees 

who are interested in a career in the media. 


We are offering one and two-year apprenticeships in media sales and marketing, customer services and fast-track newspaper production/journalism. 
On completion of your apprenticeship period you will attain a BTec2 qualification and be able to join our training scheme and full-time/employment. 

Candidates must be educated to GCSE Grade C standard in maths and English and be computer literate. 



To register for an informal chat about your career path and the opportunities we can offer, please send your CV with a hand-written letter telling us about yourself to: 

Alison King, View From Newspapers, Unit 3, St Michael's Business Centre, Church Street, Lyme Regis, Dorset DT7 3DB 


We are part ofTindle Newspapers Ltd, the biggest independent publisher of newspapers in the UK with more than 200 titles 
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FROM JUSjlj 


of Chard 


UPTO 


windows • doors • conservatories 


01460 63549 

www.adornwindows.co.uk 


TrtisfetL local eKperh 
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Axe Vale Festival’s 21st Anniversary 


Devon County Show 2015 


AT THE family friendly Axe Vale festival you will find much to 
inspire you on the gardening front; an impressive floral mar¬ 
quee full of colour and scents, stalls selling plants the like of 
which you have never seen before as well as your favourites, 
seeds, garden tools and garden furniture to relax on. 

When you are exhausted you can seek refreshment and lis¬ 
ten to live music and watch exciting events in the main arena. 

Other attractions include Marquees displaying all sorts of 
tempting foods, crafts of great variety, skill and ingenuity, 
toys and hobbies including many nostalgic exhibits, art, and 
antiques and collectables. 

There are arena events including displays by heavy horses, 
motorbikes and sidecars, old caravans, gundogs and hawks. 
A number of craftsmen will be demonstrating their skills, 
many of them traditional. The stalls in the shopping malls will 
give opportunity for retail therapy, and for the children there 
many different activities. 

The Axe Vale Festival takes place on June 20th and 21st 
2015 at The Showground, Trafalgar Way. 

Tickets are £8.50 for adults, £2 under 16s, and free for 
under 5s. Advance tickets are £7/£1.50 from Archway Book¬ 
shop, Serendip Sidmouth, Mole Avon Axminster, and local 
Tourist Information Centres (advance tickets available until 
June 19th at 5pm). Tickets can also be purchased online at 
www.axevalefestival.co.uk. Parking is free, and a free bus 
service will be available from Axminster Town Centre and 
station. 




AXE.MALE 





Saturday & Sunday 
20‘ h & 21 s * June 2015 
www.axevalefestival.org.uk 


THE Devon County Show on May 21-23 at West- 
point, Exeter, is a packed three-day celebration of all 
that’s great about the local countryside. 

Show Secretary, Ollie Allen said they were getting 
ready to serve up ‘a giant slice of Devon country life’. 

“The Show offers so much for everyone to enjoy,” 
she said. 

“There will be delicious local food, prize-winning 
animals, a fantastic array of Westcountry crafts and 
flowers and six Show rings packed with activity and 
entertainment.” 

Among the highlights will be the freestyle motocross 
stunt team, The Bolddog Lings and a huge new inter¬ 
active Farm Wise Devon feature especially for chil¬ 
dren where they can see where their food comes from 
as well as ‘have a go’ in a great Food Zone. 




Ollie added: “There is something for everyone - 
come early and stay late at the largest event in the 
county’s calendar!” 

The 120th Show is the curtain raiser for the agricul¬ 
tural showing season in the South West as well as a 
great day out for all the family. 

More than 95,000 visitors are expected for what 
promises to be an entertaining and informative day 
celebrating Devon food, farming and country life. 

Attractions will include: 

• Magnificent animals of all shapes and sizes - even 
bees! 

• Delicious local food and drink - to eat and bring 
home 

• Non-stop entertainment 

• A shopaholics’ paradise with outlets spanning 4 x 
4s to country clothing to hot tubs and pots and pans 


BOLDDOGLING5 

CATTLE 

CRAFTS 

FAMILYFUN 

FARMWISE 

HONEY 

LOCALFOOD 

RUGBY 

SAUSAGES 

SHOWJUMPING 

TITAN 

TOPDOGS 


• Farm Wise Devon for 
children 

• Inspirational West- 
country crafts and handi¬ 
crafts 

• Spectacular floral and 
garden displays and 
demonstrations 

• Traditional, historic 
steam engines and vin¬ 
tage vehicles 

The Show is running a 
new advance sales tick¬ 
ets promotion this year 
will prices rising ‘airline 
style’. 

The family-friendly 
Show is offering two 
children per paying adult 
free entry on Saturday 
(May 23rd), the first day 
of half-term. 

Parking is free and ex¬ 
tensive and, since last 
year’s Show, tens of 
thousands of pounds 
have been spent on the 
carparks. 

For more information, 
visit our website 
www.devoncounty 
show.co.uk or call the 
tickets hotline on: 01392 
353700. 



www.devoncountyshow.co.uk 


*Up to 2 children admitted FREE with one paying adult on Saturday 



Renistererl Charity Nn 1130829 
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The Honiton & District Agricultural Association 

Where Farming Comes First 


T HE 125th Honiton Agri¬ 
cultural Show takes place 
on Thursday, August 6th 

2015. 

The show is annually held on the first 
Thursday in August and has grown to be one 
of the largest one day agricultural shows in 
the country. The show 
is held in the heart of the East Devon 
Countryside on a 140 acre site which was 
purchased by the Honiton & District Agri¬ 
cultural Association in 2003. The show has 
a unique atmosphere blending traditional 
and new where its emphasis is agriculture 


and its associated activities first and fore¬ 
most. It is a showcase for the best of local 
farming, produce, crafts and rural skills. The 
Association has a membership of over 500, 
is a company limited by guarantee and is a 
registered charity, which makes donations 
yearly to a wide range of local, agricultural 
and educational causes. 

The aim of the Association is to promote 
agriculture and related industries, specifi¬ 
cally by the staging of its annual show. Each 
year an official charity is nominated by the 
elected President in office and is given the 
opportunity to raise funds during the 
show. The Association supports successful 
Farms Competitions with classes running 


throughout the year ranging from barley to 
silage. The show is delighted to host the 
West of England Hound Show, the second 
largest in the Country, attracting packs from 
all over the British Isles. Honiton attracts 
more than 20,000 visitors, over 1,000 live¬ 
stock entries and in excess of 400 trade ex¬ 
hibitors making it one of the largest business 
and social events in East Devon. We are in¬ 
debted to our fantastic team of stewards who 
enable the show to run so smoothly, if you 
would like to volunteer we would be de¬ 
lighted to hear 


from you. 






Agricultural 
Show 


(Hosts to The West of England Hound Show) 


Thursday 6th August 2015 

Celebrating 125 years 


ACTION PACKED MAIN RING 

• The Moto Stunt International Stunt Team 

• Cyril the Squirrel and His Racing Terriers 

• Grand Parade of Livestock • Alpacas, Cattle, Horses & Sheep 

DONKEY RIDES • VINTAGE TRACTORS • DOG & POULTRY SHOWS 
PROFESSOR TWISTOPHER’S PUNCH & JUDY (AS SEEN ON DOWNTON ABBEY) 


Children (Under 16) Free Entry when accompanied by an adult 


A fantastic day out for all the family, gates open at 8.00am 

Tickets in advance just £13.50 

Secretary; Marcelle Connor, Bank House, 66a High Street, 

Honiton, Devon EX141PS 

www.honitonshow.co.uk 
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what's on 


in and around the Blackdown Hills 

Popular craft fair is 
back at the Beehive 


THE Beehive will be holding its second craft fair 
on Saturday 11 April. With over 30 stalls exhibit¬ 
ing a wide variety of crafts and with the Beehive 
cafe offering a good range of food and drink, this 


event is likely to prove as successful as the last 
fair, which was held last October. 

Over 300 people enjoyed the fair in October, tak¬ 
ing the opportunity to talk with the best of the local 



The Beehive ♦ Honiton's Community & Arts Venue 
Clrkus Spectakular Lost Tales of Devon 


Saturday 28 th March 4pm 

Zany and hilarious, tender and touching 
this is a show for all the family. 

India Electric Co 


Saturday 18 h April 4pm & 7.30pm 

The Lost Tales of Devon is a show made 
for all humans with an imagination. 

Dick Tracy 


Saturday 4 h April 8pm 

A journey through, Gypsy Jazz and Irish 
reels to end up with something "just so 
fresh." Tom Robinson, BBC 6 Music). 


Saturday 25 th April 7.30pm 

"Hilarious and utterly engaging; if all 
theatre was this good we wouldn't need 
TV" - BBC 


Ibeehive 

www.beehivehoniton.co.uk ♦ Box office 01404 384050 


Dowell St, Honiton 



craft makers exhibiting on the day, as well as pur¬ 
chasing gifts for themselves and their friends and 
family. The craft fair in April has been arranged as 
a direct result of the very positive feedback that the 
Beehive received on the day. 

This year the fair includes crafts ranging from 
jewellery, greetings cards, patchwork and quilting, 


Blackdowns Early 

BLACKDOWNS Early Music Project’s latest 
presentation on Sunday, March 1st in Culm- 
stock Church was extremely well-attended and 
marked another significant step in bringing 
lesser-known early music to a local audience. 
The theme of this concert represented a break 
from liturgical music to one highlighting the 
rich tradition of secular music abundant in the 
17th century. 

The overarching title for the concert, post 
Valentine’s day, was "Amor vince ogni cosa" 
(Love conquers all), the title of the wonderfully 
lyrical centre piece of the evening by French 
composer Marc-Antoine Charpentier. This was 
flanked by earlier Italian vocal works by Sigis- 
mondo d’India and Claudio Monteverdi, with 
instrumental interludes by Rossi, Cavalli and 
Merula together with a dramatic set of baroque 
guitar improvisations on Les Folies d’Espagne. 

The move toward dramatising texts stems 
from the Florentine Camerata, a group of writ¬ 
ers and composers who worked towards a more 
expressive delivery of the sung text. This, as 
we heard particularly in d’lndia’s “II Pastor 
fido”, resulted in a style of declamatory 
monodic singing controlled by the rhythms of 
dramatic speech. 

As we have come to expect from this excep¬ 
tionally professional group, the overall and in¬ 
dividual performances were of a very high 
standard, all directed and overseen by BEMP’s 
principal director JanJoost van Elburg. 

The performance was further enhanced by the 
accompanying instrumental music consisting of 
violins, Julia Black and Ben Sansom, gamba by 
Henrik Persson, as well as an electrifying per¬ 
formance on baroque guitar and theorbo by Taro 
Takeuchi. 

It seems almost impossible to achieve such a 
completely satisfying performance of this com¬ 
plexity and beauty in the short time allocated to 
rehearsal (the singers gathered on Friday after¬ 
noon and performed on Sunday). We must again 
thank the undying energy and enthusiasm of the 
organisers Catherine and Geoffrey Bass and the 
professionalism of JanJoost van Elburg for pro¬ 
viding live music in our own locale that would 
be well received in any major music venue. The 
obvious enthusiasm of the audience rewarded 
all the performers. 

We see that the next BEMP concert is in 
Wellington parish church on May 4th, this time 
directed by Andrew Parrott; it will include the 
first performance for 300 years of a mass by Jo¬ 
hann Kerll, the Sanctus of which was copied by 


woodturning and glassware as well as examples of 
handmade crafts from Asia. All exhibitors are local 
to the West Country, many returning after enjoying 
a successful time here in October. 

Doors will be open from 10am to 3pm. Entry of 
£2 includes a programme with details of all the ex¬ 
hibitors on the day. 


Music conquers all 

J.S.Bach in BWV 241. It will be a must-do for 
your diary! 

Review by Malcolm Plastow & John Hiscock 


diary dates 


Saturday, April 4th - Music with India Electric 
Co, 7:30- 10pm. The Beehive, Honiton. 

Wednesday, April 8th - Beehive Folk and 
Acoustic in the bar 7:30-10:30pm. 

Thursday, 9th April - 10am-4pm, Willow work¬ 
shops with Jenny Knight making wonderful dec¬ 
orative dragonflies, sunflowers and flowers for 
your garden. The Beehive, Honiton. 

Friday, April 10th - Beehive Tea Dance 2-4:30 
pm The Beehive, Honiton. 

Saturday, April 11th - The Beehive Gift & Craft 
Fair, 10am-3pm at The Beehive, Honiton. 

Thursday, April 16th - Sheldon Village Hall, 
7.30pm. Villages In Action features Ben Os¬ 
borne’s Himalayan Journeys. Contact John Carr 
01404 841367. 

Friday, April 17th - Honiton Community Cin¬ 
ema - Mr Turner (12A), 7:30-9:30 pm, The Bee¬ 
hive, Honiton. 

Saturday, 18th April - Thornhayes Nursery, St. 
Andrews Wood, Dulford, Cullompton, EX 15 2DF. 
1.30-4pm, £12. A pleasant stroll around the ar¬ 
boretum and gardens with Kevin to look at what 
is looking good this spring. Finishing with tea and 
cake. Please wear warm waterproof clothes. 

Saturday, 18th April - The Lost Tales of Devon, 
comedy theatre. 4-5:30 pm and 7.30-9pm. The 
Beehive, Honiton. 

Saturday, April 25th - Stockland Village Market 
at the Hall, top quality local produce. Info and 
bookings 01404 881535. Please come and support 
your country market. 

Saturday, April 25th - Dick Tracy, theatre. 7:30- 
10pm. The Beehive, Honiton. 


If you are holding an event in the 
Blackdown Hills and would like it 
included as a Diary Date in the paper 
please email the details to 
alex@tindlenews.co.uk. 

Don't forget to include the date, time, 
place, organiser's name and a brief 
description of the event. 
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Beehive brimming with brilliant West Country shows for the Easter Holidays 


THERE is something for everyone this 
April at The Beehive; Willow workshops 
with Jenny Knight making wonderful 
decorative Dragonflies sunflowers and 
flowers for your garden on Thursday 
9th April, the Craft Fair on Saturday 11th 
April, we have lovely local lads Cole 
Stacey and Joseph O’Keefe in India 
Electric Co. fresh from touring with 


Midge Ure coming to do the Anniver¬ 
sary Gig at The Beehive on Sat 4th 
April. These two extremely talented 
chaps go from strength to strength and 
this gig not only celebrates a year of 
the Beehive being open it is also the 
Devon launch of their fantastic new 
album, The Girl I left Behind’, tickets are 
selling fast for this special event. 



Cirkus Spectakular is another lovely 
local show with exquisitely made pup¬ 
pets and two great actors and story 
tellers, Dave and James from Angel 
Heart Theatre, this is a really enchant¬ 
ing show on Sat 28th March. 

On Saturday 18th April we have two 
shows of The Lost Tales of Devon from 
the fabulous Theatre Rush, this show 
will appeal to all ages and these girls 
are just great fun, very, very funny and 
interactive but not in a scary way! 

Lastly we are so very lucky to be able 


to have DICK TRACY with the astonish¬ 
ingly, utterly brilliant Le Navet Bete, the 
best comic theatre company in the 
South West and probably in the UK. 
Adults and children alike love these 
guys, if you have never seen them, then 
I seriously recommend you book now! 

We are also hoping to announce our 
upcoming films soon,which is hugely 
exciting as we now have a proper state 
of the art Cinema in Honiton, so keep 
an eye on the website.www.beehive- 
honiton.co.uk or in the press. 




"lamb & flag 


THERE are many new additions to shout about at the 
Lamb and Flag, but don’t worry we have been very 
careful to maintain our quintessential^ English atmos¬ 
phere. The Lamb and Flag has been serving the local 
community and weary travellers since the time of the 
Spanish Armada, pre-dating the census of 1626 and 
we want to build on that heritage. The Tudor windows, 
skittle alley, pub garden and delightful historical charm 
of low ceilings, cosy corners and wooden settles, 
strewn with cushions remain ever welcoming. BUT.... 
and it is an enormous BUT, after much consultation 
with are local community we have restrung our bow. 

All the bar staff are now trained as Post Office assis¬ 
tants, so when the door is open, you can post your 
mail, pay in funds, order your holiday money; in fact 
everything a sub Post Office offers, you can do here, 
with a pint of local ale in hand or a coffee and a piece 
of delicious home-baked cake. 

We also have a well-stocked shop and the same 
rules apply, open pub = open shop. This is an amazing 
boost to the local community. Imagine, it is 10:30pm on 
a Friday night, your child has been crying, uncomforted 
for half an hour, their temperature seems a little too 
high, a trip into town to a convenience store? NO, we 
stock Calpol, a 2 minute trip to The Lamb and Flag will 
solve the problem. In fact we stock a huge variety of 
products, from dishwasher tablets to milk, from soya 
margarine or butter to firelighters, from cereal to soup, 
toilet roll to bread and some rather irresistible biscuits 
and cake too! You, and providing a service for you, are 
at the heart of our changes, so we have a suggestion 
book on the shop counter. It is checked daily and we 
can buy or bake the products you need within 24 
hours. And the great thing is our goods are not over¬ 
priced, so you are not paying a tax for forgetfulness. 

We also now have free wifi, so you can send that ur¬ 
gent email or browse pinterest with friends. Just think, 
you organize a committee to meet at the pub, every¬ 


one enjoys the relaxed, cosy ambiance, the crackling 
log-fire, the refreshing local ales, home-made supper 
or snacks, someone brings that parcel they need to re¬ 
turn to the Post Office, then during the meeting, arti¬ 
cles or addresses can be checked using wifi, 
immediate action can be taken, accessing broadband 
and all at your local Inn. 

You may also notice that life at the Lamb and Flag is 
a little brighter. January saw the refurbishment of the 
bar and dining room and loos. Armed with pots of a 
very pleasing Farrow and Ball grey, an army of local 
helpers mucked in and the result is amazing. It is only 
the beginning of our refurbishment, now with the bit 
firmly between our teeth we are scheming away to en¬ 
sure that the Lamb and Flag stays firmly at the heart of 
the community. 

We have always been a friendly local pub, where 
muddy wellies and dogs are just as welcome as suits 
and stilettoes; where children can play and the retired 
community can share their news and views. But now 

we are so much more and the journey continues. 

watch out for French conversation evenings, film 
nights, knit and natter mornings, Oxford Shakespeare 
Company presentations, local chef nights, children’s 
baking sessions. 




Lamb & Flag, Blagdon Hill 

Post Office is open at all times for mail or cash withdrawals etc 

Shop facility now stocked with over 100 items including: 
Coffee, calpol, biscuits, cat food, fire lighters etc 

Delicious home made food cooked everyday 

From soup & starters to comfort food & specials 
lunch served from 12 till 2 and dinner from 6 till 9pm 

Opening Times 

Monday to Thursday 11am to 2.3 & 5.30 to 11pm 
Friday & Saturday 11am to 11pm 
Sunday 12 noon until 10.30pm 

Remember the Post Office and shop are open at all times! 



Blagdon Hill, Taunton, TA3 7SL 
01823 421736 

www.lambandflag.co.uk 
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Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 
CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


V 

0 


a 



Gardens 



ORNHAYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 
from Devon 

Westcountry Apple Trees 
(plus other fruit trees), 
Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 

Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Furniture & Joinery 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


Roofing 




Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 


AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


mm 


nm 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 

Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 

Chimney Work 

Free Quotations 

All work guaranteed 

All tradesman fully qualified 

Now offering Solar Panel Installation 

EMAILambroofingservices@gmail.com 
TEL 01404 549559 / 07784 364712 



Gardens 


Arboricare Ltd 

The cutting edge of tree care. 


y Surveys/ Reports / Rillanling 

/ Planting / Crown Reshaping 

y Pruning y Thinning 

y telling / Stumpgrinding 

y Fully Insured 

Apfututd Canhm tin of (hr Arl/utuultwiil AsnaatiM 

y 24 Hr Call Out y Estate Management 
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avid Lloyd 

CABINET MAKER 

Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
www.davidrlloyd .co .uk info @ davidrlloyd .co .uk 




Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
Joinery. Please Visit 
My Website To See 
My Extensive Portfolio. ' 


Y 


Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07960 SB9734 

•4mil: pu t — flwhy k notuood.com 



Set Build / Carpentry / joinery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchen* / Shopflttttg 



If you are interested in 
advertising on our 

Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

page please 
contact Alex 


on 

alex@tindle 
news.co.uk 
or on 

01297 35750 
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SOUTHERN FUELS 

YOUR LOCA INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 


Independent oil company based 
locally in Wilmington. 

Call us for best prices on: 

Agricultural / Red Diesel 
Heating Oil 
Road Diesel 

Competitively priced 
Prompt and reliable service 

01404 831775 

southernfuels@btconnect.com 




Most major credit cards accepted. Charges may apply 
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Newmarket M 

Holidays **^0™ 

+ TOURS HOLID 


Berlin, Colditz 
& Dresden 



5 days from £489 Flying direct frorrBristol, May, June, July, 
September & October 2015 

Discover three of former East Germany’s most glorious cities as we 
take a fascinating peek behind the former Iron Curtain. Since the ‘fall of 
the Wall’, Berlin has returned to the world stage as a vibrant, exciting, 
innovative metropolis. 

Tour highlights 

Explore Berlin, the historic, iconic symbol of post-war restoration 

German capital, on an included Fully escorted by a friendly, 

guided tour experienced tour manager 

V Time to explore the sparkling ^ Four nights’ three-star bed and 

university city of Leipzig breakfast accommodation at 

Step into a world of heroism, hotels in Berlin (2 nights) and 

Allied ingenuity and escape on an Dresden (2 nights), return flights 

included guided tour of Colditz and transfers 

V A guided tour of stunning, Baroque 
Dresden - perhaps the greatest 



Discover 
more on an 
escorted 
tour! 

Experience alt those 
‘must-see, must-do’ 
places 

Unbeatable value, 
quality and service 

Comprehensive, 
thoughtfully 
planned itineraries 

Interesting included 
guided tours & 
excursions 

Fully escorted 
by a friendly, 
experienced tour 
manager 

Comfortable 
accommodation in 
hand-picked, good 
quality hotels 

A choice of great 
value optional 
excursions 

^ Low deposits start 
from just £75 

See our 
website for 
our full range 

Coach Holidays 
& Breaks 

No-flyCruises 
European River 
Cruises 


The Italian Lakes 

8 days from £909 Flying direct froman airport near you, 3 
June & 7 October 2015 

This relaxing tour begins with a four-night stay on beautiful Lake Maggiore, with 
its exquisite Isole Borromeo. Enjoy a tour of these stunning offshore islands and a 
day exploring Lake Como and its elegant resorts, before journeying to Lake Garda, 
Italy’s largest and most popular body of water, for three nights. 


Nice, Monte Carlo & St-Tropez 

6 days from £759 Flying direct frorrBristol, April, May, June, 
July, August, September & October 2015 

With plenty of time to relax and enjoy the glorious Riviera surroundings of your 
base in classic resort town Menton, this wonderful escorted tour includes four 
excursions, unveiling the very best of the Cote d’Azur. 


Tour highlights 

*/ Enjoy a guided tour of Maggiore & the 
beautiful Borromean Islands 
Spend a day exploring Lake Como 

V Sirmione sits on Garda’s sun-kissed 
southern shore 

S Enjoy a full-day tour of glorious Lake 
Garda 


y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, 
experienced tour manager 
y/ Seven nights’four-star half-board 
touring hotel accommodation, return 
flights and transfers 


Tour highlights 

y/ Enjoy visits to sparkling Nice and 
romantic St-Paul-de-Vence 
y/ Visit glamorous Cannes and ‘jet-set 
haven’ St-Tropez 

y/ Discover glittering Monte Carlo 
y/ Explore Italy’s beautiful ‘Riviera of 
Flowers’ 


y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, 
experienced tour manager 
y/ Seven nights’ three-star half-board 
hotel accommodation, return flights 
and transfers 


Concerts & Events 

London Theatre 
Breaks 




Waterford, Wexford & the 
Garden of Ireland 


6 days from £499 Flying direct froman airport near you, 
26 Apr, 10 May, 21 Jun, 27 Sept, 18 & 25 Oct 2015 
Scenic beauty in a truly fascinating corner of Ireland. 


Tour highlights 

V Visit Powerscourt Gardens 
y/ Time to explore 

Glendalough 

V Waterford Crystal factory 
tour 

V Visits to Waterford and 
Wexford 

y/ Time to explore Kilkenny 

V Dunbrody Famine Ship visit 


y/ An orientation tour of Dublin 
(flight times allowing) 
y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, 
experienced tour manager 
y/ Five nights’four-star dinner, 
bed and Irish breakfast 
hotel accommodation, 
return flights and transfers 


Scottish Highland Railways 

5 days from £449 Flying direct from Bristol, April, May, 
June, July, August, September & October 2015 


Experience some of Scotland’s 
scenic railways. 

Tour highlights 

y/ Rail travel from Inverness 
to Kyle - one of the ‘Great 
Railway Journeys of the 
World’ 

y/ Journey on the steam- 
hauled Strathspey Railway 
y/ Cross the famous 

Glenfinnan Viaduct on the 
42-mile journey from Fort 
William to Mallaig 


and indeed the world’s - most 


y/ Visit the famous Highland 
resort of Aviemor 
y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, 
experienced tour manager 
y/ Four nights’ dinner, bed and 
Scottish breakfast hotel 
accommodation, return 
flights and transfers 


Belfast & the 
Titanic Experience 

4 days from £309 Flying direct frorrBristol, 21 May, 14 & 
17 September 2015 

The story of the birth of the world’s most famous liner is 
unveiled in one of Europe’s fastest-changing, fascination- 
packed cities. 

Tour highlights 
y/ Admission to the Titanic 
Belfast Experience 
y/ A fascinating half-day 
guided tour of Belfast and 
its major landmarks 
y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, 


experienced tour manager 
y/ Three nights’ three-star 
bed and breakfast hotel 
accommodation, return 
flights and transfers 


call 0330 160 7817 


visit newmarketholidays.co.uk/tcw 


These holidays are organised & operated by 
Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL 
protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply Standard phone charges 
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Wellington Motors 
4wd Centre 



AH unites Service Ceuhe 

4wd Servicing at £199 inc. 

Call the Service Team now on 01823 660660 or email service@wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


Wellington Motors 4wd Centre 

Taunton Vale House, Chelston 
Nr. Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JE 
www.wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


MOTORTRADER 

INDUSTRY AWARDS 2013 

WINNER 


NATIONAL CUSTOMER 
CARE AWARD 


We are only 5 mins from Galmington 
Roundabout at Chelston Business Park 
between Taunton and Wellington and 
only Vi a mile from junction 26 of the M5 
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RODGERS 


SOUTH WEST 


the difference' 



West Buckland, Blackdown Hills £1,150,000 

A complex of 4 holiday lodges set in 5.5 acres of its own grounds with lake and tennis court. 
Along with planning permission for four further lodges & Pool House. Potential to complete 
the complex and build the remaining four dwellings and pool house which would provide a 
wonderful holiday complex for families visiting the area. EPC: Various 



Wrangway, Blackdown Hills £625,000 

Bring along your parents and your children! Set around a courtyard this 18th century barn 
conversion with later recent additions. The main property has 4 bedrooms, a separate 2 
bedroom detached conversion and a very large ground floor annexe as well as office space 
and large storage/ workshops. Paddock, formal gardens & vegetable garden. EPC: D 



Yarrow, Mark £850,000 


Rarely available this property has complete privacy with no near neighbours and enjoys fine 
open views on all sides. The accommodation is very flexible with a self-contained annexe 
and a detached two bedroom bungalow. Scope for multi-family occupation, holiday letting or 
home working EPC: E 



Westonzoyland £550,000 


Substantial Grade II listed period property of close to 5,000 sq ft, originally understood to 
date from the 1700's and with later Georgian additions. The property has been the subject of 
extensive sympathetic renovations over a number of years, now providing a home of style 
and character. EPC: F 



First floor 3 bedroom apartment offering extremely spacious accommodation and with the 
benefit of having a garage. The living space briefly comprises: Communal entrance hall, 
spacious entrance hallway, 19ft Lounge Diner, I I ft re-fitted kitchen breakfast room, three 
bedrooms (2 double, I large single) and a shower room. EPC: C 



Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton from 174,950 


Choice of 2 from 174,950 to 175,950, three bedroom inner and end terrace properties, 
situated in an attractive mews setting off Station Road, accommodation comprising entrance 
hall, cloakroom, sitting room and kitchen/dining room. One with garage both with gardens 
EPC: B 


RODGERS 


SOUTH WEST 


Town and Country Home Specialists 


South West Office Taunton 18 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1UB 


01823 252 500 

www.rodgerssouthwest.com 

e sales@rodgerssouthwest.com 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS . MORTGAGES • VALUERS • COMMERCIAL • LAND & NEW HOMES • COUNTRY & EQUEST 


Derbyshire’s 


ddaae a/nd Woun/rn 


A Complete property service for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 



Lydmarsh - £565,000 

A 4/5 bedroom bungalow set in its own gardens and 
grounds. Comprises: Storm porch, entrance hall, sitting 
room, kitchen/diner, dining room/bedroom 5, 4 further 
bedrooms, bathroom, utility room, double garage with 
workshop (potential for an annexe), 
office/summerhouse, gravel driveway, gardens and 
paddock totalling approximately 1.55 acres. EPC D. 



Chardstock- £295,000 

A bespoke house set in the village of 
Chardstock, close to the Somerset/Devon border. The 
luxurious accommodation comprises : three bedrooms, 
master en-suite, bathroom, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
cloakroom, entrance hall, storm porch, gardens, and 
garage with parking. The property benefits from mains 
gas central heating and double glazing. EPC B. 



Chardstock- £599,000 

A stunning 4 bedroom family home with study/5th 
bedroom. This individually designed property features a 
striking specification, including full height glazing to the 
front elevation with a stunning glass atrium. Generous 
garage, double carport, Close to the village centre, 
nestling on the edge of the Blackdown Hills and recog¬ 
nized as an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. EPC B. 



Combe St Nicholas - £349,950 
A detached 16th Century thatched cottage with an 
abundance of character features including 2stunning 
inglenook fireplaces and exposed ceiling beams. Now in 
need of cosmetic updating, which would greatly enhance 
the property. 3 bedrooms, lounge, dining room, study, 
kitchen/breakfast room, bathroom, gardens, garage and 
parking. Benefits from oil fired central heating. EPC F. 


> and C (dc 
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If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village & Country team on 01460 63600. 


“Uniquely filling the gap 
between where the High Street 
Agents finish and the Country 
House boys begin” 

Marcus Whewell, CEO of the Guild 
of Professional Estate Agents 


Marcus Bond - Village and Country 


riqhtmovel 


www.derbyshires.net 
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Open Morning 

Monday 4 May 
9.30am - I 2 noon 


QUEEN’S COLLEGE 

TAUNTON 


An education for life 


Co-educational day & boarding ages 3-18 
01823 340830 www.queenscollege.org.uk 







